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Boys Champion –
Charlie Tate

Boys Age 12-13
Winner - Alex Bock 
Runner Up - Sam Mace

Keith Bowers – Senior Club Champion Winner 

Keith Bowers with 
runner up Danny 
Boughman.  Both 
gain an exemption 
into the 2019 
Carolinas Senior 
Championship to 
be held at Mimosa 
Hills Sept 30th thru 
Oct 2nd. 

Frank Bowers Jr. Club Championship
Keith Bowers and Kelly Messenheimer 

with Frank Bowers Jr. Club 
Championship Winners

Senior Club Championship

Christina FisherSam Mace
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Notice

We have been told that many spouses/significant others are not 
receiving the Newsletter and Wednesday’s E-Blast.  For those 

wishing to receive these, please call or email Renee’ at 
rhollaway@mimosahills.net to provide the information so these 

can be received.

Junior Clinic Group Photo of 
all Participants and Winners

Sophia Feduke and 
Diego Trevino

Ella Cannon, Nora Rasmussen, 
and Mila Davidson

Hayden Stoer, Carson 
Brown, and Deac Haas

mailto:rhollaway@mimosahills.net
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Our member spotlight for August features Chip Saunders, Mimosa 
Hills member for more than 25 years.  Chip is Mimosa’s version of 
“the most interesting man in the world.”  He has traveled the 
world, has friends across the globe, and seems to enjoy every 
day he spends at Mimosa Hills.  He can be seen slowly strolling 
across the parking lot towards the Pro Shop as he arrives for a day 
of golf like he doesn’t have a care in the world.  Don’t let his 
seemingly laid back, modest demeanor  coerce you into a Nassau 
bet as Chip is a great player, playing in the 70s most days at Mimosa 
and occasionally playing around par golf.  Very impressive 
considering he didn’t take golf seriously or play at a consistent level 
until after retirement.  By the way, he is the “best putter” at 
Mimosa Hills, as a guy from Charlotte once told us.

Chip was born in New Hampshire but spent most of his childhood in the southeast.  Chip’s father was in the 
insurance business, and according to Chip loved new challenges and never minded moving his family for a better 
opportunity.  When asked how he was first exposed to golf, Chip stated “I was given a set of old Wilson Staff clubs 
by my grandfather and I played my first golf at Highland Municipal in Birmingham, Al when I was a teenager.”  
“Never played serious as a kid, but just something to do with friends.”

After a short stint at Elon College, Chip served in the Navy during the Vietnam War.  After the military, he graduated 
from East Tennessee State University.  After college Chip spent 25 years working for Motorola all over the United 
States and Asia.  Chip was recruited by Dell Technologies to grow and facilitate development in the Asian market.  
He was interviewed and hired directly by Michael Dell.  When asked why he chose to make the move to Dell, Chip 
stated “it was a great opportunity, Dell was a young company but was well established, and I was a little concerned 
with Motorola’s slow development into digital technology from analog.” Most of his time while at Dell was spent in 
Tokyo and Singapore while in Asia.  Chip helped take Dell from virtually no presence in Asia to being ranked #2 
during his tenure.

For a man who has lived and traveled to so many places, Chip was asked how Morganton, NC became a resting  spot 
for you and your wife?  “We were looking for a place in the US to call home when we came back from Asia for weeks 
at a time as we didn’t want to burden family to host us.  An old friend, Chip Smith who worked for Duke Power 
recommended the Lake James area.”  Chip and his wife Gay made a visit to Western North Carolina in 1993 to look 
for something around the lake, but with no luck; however, settled on a track of land in Burke County to build a 
home.  With little time before they had to return to Asia, Gay and builder Greg Hoff designed the home on a napkin 
at a local restaurant.  For a number of years, the Sanders family enjoyed their time here in Morganton while on 
vacation from Asia.

Now that Chip is retired, he splits time between here and San Antonio, TX.  “Our intent was to make North Carolina 
our permanent home, but once the grandkids came along we wanted to be close to our family for part of the year.”  
The Saunders's son Chris and his kids live in San Antonio.  There Chip and Gay live in the winter to spend time with 
them.  Chip and Chris enjoy playing golf together at San Antonio CC where they are both members.  They also have a 
son Travis who lives in Austin, TX.

Chip has always been very supportive of the efforts at Mimosa Hills.  He served as club president in 2008, and 
always supports the staff and members. If you haven’t had the opportunity to meet Chip Saunders, please strike up 
a chat with him.  He has some wonderful stories to tell from his life experiences from all over the world.  We are  
lucky to have him as a member of Mimosa Hills.
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Dear Fellow Members,

As we have reached the halfway point in Mimosa Hill’s new fiscal year (January –
December), the board would like to take this opportunity to update the members on 
the financial position of Mimosa Hills.  Below are some key points regarding the mid-
year financials for the club compared to where we were at the same time last year.

• Year to date we have seen a 9% increase in total membership dues.  This increase 
can be attributed to the dues increase implemented in January.

• Golf operations revenue is down 9%, with total rounds down 6% from prior year.
• The Food & Beverage section’s revenue is down 20% compared to prior year.
• Golf Course Maintenance has seen an increase in expenses by 11% from prior year.  

This was anticipated and budgeted for as we needed to invest in newer equipment.  
This has been funded primarily from the dues increase.

Overall, our cash flow remains our primary current concern.  Effective in July, the 
Board dropped the initiation fee for new Resident members and decreased the 
initiation fee to $300 for Non-Resident members.  This was done in an effort to 
increase memberships.  This action has only realized a few new members.  Other 
strategies have been initiated to increase cash flow, i.e. a sale of Pro Shop 
merchandise, reduction in staff hours, etc.  These strategies have helped, but we 
continue to encounter day-to-day struggles financially which is hindering us from 
building any reserves for emergencies.  You will also notice that we have a packed 
outside tournament schedule over the next few months.  Although this hinders play, 
this is revenue that we must have in order to maintain our current dues structure.  

Also, please know that we are making efforts to maintain our current service level.  
Every active member is requested to help in our efforts.  Recruit new members, use 
the dining room and bar, shop in the Pro Shop, and enjoy the golf course.  The Board 
reviews the financials each month during the regular meetings and more often as 
necessary.  In doing so, consideration is always given to make the Club remain viable 
for our members.

Jared Huffman, Treasurer
Mimosa Hills Board of Governors
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Boys Champion –
Charlie Tate

Boys Age 12-13
Winner - Alex Bock 
Runner Up - Sam Mace
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Golf Shop News - August 2019

Golf Shop Hours

8:00 am to 7 pm Sunday - Friday
8 am to 6 pm - Saturday 

Range Hours

8 am to 6 pm – Saturday, Sunday, & Monday
8 am to 7 pm – Tuesday – Friday

Monday – Wednesday – Friday Seniors

Starting time for August remains at 9 am
No Senior play on the following dates:

Wednesday, August 21st to accommodate the Mimosa Hills Pro-Am

TYGA – Dan Dobson Junior

Tuesday, August 6th

Mimosa Hills will host the Dan Dobson Junior on Tuesday, August 6th.  
The golf course and practice facility will open to members at approximately 12 pm.

Parent-Child

Sunday, August 18th

Make your own tee times and pairings.
All tournament rounds must be completed by 5:30 pm.
The golf course and the practice facility will be open to 

all members for this event.

Mimosa Hills Pro-Am

Wednesday, August 21st

10 am shotgun start
The golf course will be closed until approximately 4 pm.

The practice facility will open to members at 11 am.

Mimosa Hills Club Championship

Saturday, August 24th & Sunday, August 25th

10 am shotgun start each day
The golf course will be closed to non-tournament play until approximately 4 pm both days.  The 

practice facility will open at 11 am each day to non-tournament play.

Greens Aerification

Greens aerification will begin Monday, August 26th.
9 holes should remain open Monday – Thursday.  Please contact the 

Pro Shop for updates on the greens aerification.
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Boys Champion –
Charlie Tate

Boys Age 12-13
Winner - Alex Bock 
Runner Up - Sam Mace

Mimosa Hills Parent-Child

Sunday, August 18th

Eligible Participants:  Only the parent or child must be a golf member of Mimosa Hills.

May play anytime on Sunday and make own pairings.  Must complete all tournament 

rounds by 5:30 pm.

Age Groups:

7 & Under – (4 holes) 12-13 Girls – (9 holes)

8-11 – (9 holes) 14-15 – (18 holes)

12-13 Boys – (18 holes) 16 & Over – (18 holes)

Entry Fee:  $40 per team

Includes:

• Tournament Fees

• Range Fees

• Lunch provided for all players

Please contact the Pro Shop to Register

Mimosa Hills Pro-Am

Wednesday, August 21st

10 am Shotgun Start

Entry Fee: $100 per player

Format:  3 Amateurs will be paired with 1 professional.  2 Best balls of foursome.  Best 

one gross plus best one net.

Includes:

• Tournament fees

• Cart fees

• Range fees

• Lunch following play

Please contact the Pro Shop to Register
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August Friday Night 

Dining Specials 

All Dinner Specials come with a 

House or Caesar Salad

Filet

Baked Potato, Vegetable Medley & Dessert

$26.95

Salmon with Avocado Salsa

Baked Potato, Vegetable Medley & Dessert

$16.95

Filet Tips

Baked Potato, Vegetable Medley & Dessert

$23.95

Cheesy Pesto Chicken

Baked Potato, Vegetable Medley & Dessert

$15.95

To help us serve you better, 
reservations are appreciated for 

all evening dinners & special 
events.

Mimosa Hills Dining Room 

and Bar & Grill Hours

Sunday 11:00 am – 6:00 pm

Monday CLOSED

Tuesday 11:00 am – 5:00 pm

Wednesday 11:00 am – 5:00 pm

Thursday 11:00 am – 9:00 pm

Friday 11:00 am – 9:00 pm

Saturday 11:00 am – 6:00 pm

Bar Only

August’s Drink Specials

Bud (Can)  $2.00
Lemon Basil Breeze $6.00
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Boys Champion –
Charlie Tate

Boys Age 12-13
Winner - Alex Bock 
Runner Up - Sam Mace

Seafood Buffet - Thursday, August 15th

Menu

Shrimp Scampi and Fried Shrimp
Fried Whole Flounder

Scallops and Fried Clam Strips
Crab Legs

Slaw and Corn on the Cob
Baked Potatoes

Vegetable Medley
Salad

Hush Puppies
Desserts

$29.95 for Adults, $13.50 for kids 12 to 6, and 
5 & under eat free

Reservations are encouraged.
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Notice

The Club is receiving new carts on August 2, 2019.  Based upon 
this factor, the Board has approved a slight price increase effective 
September 1, 2019.

Regular Cart Fee:  From $18.00 to $20.00

Guest Play (including carts)
Weekday (Monday through Thursday)

Member Sponsored:  $45.00 to $47.00
Non-Member Sponsored:  $65.00 to $67.00

Weekend (Friday through Sunday)
Accompanied by a Member:  $50.00 to $52.00
Unaccompanied by a Member: Remains at $75.00

Overall the golf course is in great condition. July was very hot through the first 3 weeks (above average) 

but we had a nice cool down later. This helped the greens not decline as much. Of course, last year 

August and September were well above average temperatures and the greens struggled somewhat. Let 

us hope for normal or below averages. The rains have been timely keeping the bermudagrass very green. 

The solid tine venting went off as planned on July 15-16. This process is necessary in the peak summer 

heat to allow for oxygen exchange and heat release. The standard core aerification and topdressing will 

take place starting on Monday, August 26. The light verti-cutting may take place that week or in the 

weeks following depending on the health of the greens and forecasted temperatures. Typically, there will 

be nine holes open each day that week but please check with the Pro Shop because weather can alter the 

schedule.

The tree removal on holes 3 & 7 and stump grinding was completed in July for the Mimosa Hills 

Preservation Donor’s Club efforts. The soil will be tilled and raked in early August and presently the 

contractor is set to lay the bermudagrass sod August 13-14. Thank you to all who support these great golf 

course improvements. 

We have been given some funds to grind the remaining stumps on the golf course. Thank you for that 

donation.

Please remember to fix your ball marks and bunker disturbances. Please either sand your divots or better 

yet beat the divot in from a couple of directions with your iron then step down and lightly sand.

Dan Winters - Superintendent
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Preservation Club Update – August 2019

As mentioned last month, our club has now been recognized by NC Golf Magazine in their 
2018 course rankings.  As background, Mimosa Hills had dropped out of their top 100 
North Carolina golf courses but is now back in at number 79, which is ahead of courses 
such as Blowing Rock Country Club and Carolina Golf Club.  The magazine wrote, “Recent 
updates and repairs at the Donald Ross-designed course caught our panelists’ attention, at 
Mimosa Hills, which opened in 1929, and returned to the top 100 for the first time since 
2013.”

What a great thing for all members that our wonderful golf course is becoming more 
playable and is now back to being recognized as the great course that it is.  So thank you 
to all of our donors.  Over the past five years, this dedicated group of members has raised 
the funds to improve holes 9, 11, 12, and 14 plus fund the Leyland Cyprus replacement 
and add over 400 tons of sand to our bunkers.  The Club is currently fundraising to 
improve hole 15 which needs work on both the left and right sides of the hole.  This work 
will include additional irrigation and drainage control, some tree trimming, and the 
application of sod where needed.

Thank you to Dan Winters and his staff for all you do.

As you can see, the tree, limb removal and stump grinding are complete for holes 3, 7 and 
18.  The majority of the work has been done along the left side of hole 3, allowing grass to 
grow and eliminating the erosion which as occurred.  The next step is to add Bermuda 
grass in those areas.  This work to improve our wonderful golf course is courtesy of the 
Mimosa Hills Preservation Donor Club donations.  We think you’ll agree that these holes 
will look and play much better.

So, if you’ve already pledged a 2019 donation, thank you and please mention this 
wonderful opportunity to your golfing buddies.  If you’ve not already pledged for 2019, 
please give it serious consideration.  Further information and pledge forms are available 
through the office.

Finally, if you already have, or will pledge in 2019, please mark your calendar as Friday, 
September 20 will be the 4th annual Preservation Donor’s Club appreciation golf outing 
and reception.
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Tuesdays and Thursdays the ladies have lots of fun.  Not that we 
don’t play other days too, but those two days are our regular golf 
days.  See below some pictures of the ladies playing golf.  Tee time 
is 9:30 am.  Come on out and join the fun!!

See you on the course!

Flo Carter

The Red Tees:
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Margaret Nieters, Tyra Jones, 
Diana Anderson and Susan 
Merrill approaching #8

Diana addressing the ball on 
#8 tee

Thelma hits them straight 
down the fairway!

Junia getting ready to send 
the ball way down the 
fairway!

Tyra Jones on #8

Susan Merrill on #8

Terry Sprehe & Vaughn 
Swartz putting on #3
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Golf Club Organized 
and Officers Elected

90 years ago our Club 
was organized!  
Following you will find 
the “reproduced” 
article from the August 
22, 1929, edition of the 
Morganton News 
Herald, announcing the 
organization.  It is 
hoped that you will find 
this article of interest.  
We will be having a 90th

Anniversary celebration 
this Fall.
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A Look to September

September 16 – Western Piedmont Seniors

September 19 – Putting For the Pink

September 20 – MHPDC Golf outing & Reception

September 30 – CGA Senior, Round 1

www.mimosahills.org


